
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF REEPHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH MAY 2024 AT 7:30PM AT STIMPSON’S PIECE 

 
Present: P. Mitchell (Chair), M. Lester, A Riddett, F. MacGregor, S. James & H. Selwyn (from item 24/76) 
Clerk: Kirsty Cotgrove 
District Cllr S. Beadle 
Sgt James Marrison 
Graham Peers, South Norfolk & Broadland District Council 
3 members of the public 
 
24/71. TO ELECT THE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2024/25 
On a proposal by Cllr Lester, seconded by Cllr. Riddett, it was AGREED to elect Cllr Mitchell as Chairman for 
2024/25. 
 
24/72. TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
Cllr Mitchell received the Declaration of Acceptance of Office. It was duly signed. 
 
24/73. TO ELECT THE VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL FOR 2024/25 (AND TO RECEIVE THE DECLARATION 
OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE) 
 On a proposal by Cllr Mitchell, seconded by Cllr James, it was AGREED to elect Cllr Lester as Vice Chairman 
for 2024/25. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed. 
 
Graham Peers was in attendance from Broadland District Council, who spoke about the South Norfolk & 
Broadland District Council Visitor Economy Strategy. They are looking at attracting visitors to Market Towns 
in the District via websites. A branded template is available, and they are looking to set up a marketing peer 
group. This will also be linked to District-wide events. There would be a cost of approx. £1500 to build a web 
page for Reepham. Graham will send further information to the Clerk to forward to Councillors, and a 
further meeting will be arranged. 
 
One member of the public and Sgt Marrison left the meeting at 7:45pm. 
 
Graham Peers left the meeting at 7:46pm. 
 
24/74. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were accepted for S. Morgan, M. Steel, A. Herbert and J. Harding. 
 
24/75. TO CONSIDER CO-OPTION TO FILL VACANCIES CREATED AT THE ELECTION 
Hetty Selwyn has applied to be co-opted to the Council. Following discussion, on a proposal by Cllr Riddett, 
seconded by Cllr MacGregor, Hetty Selwyn was duly Co-opted. The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was 
signed. 
 
Sgt Marrison rejoined the meeting. 
 
24/76. TO APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES TO COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS 
The following Members were appointed to the Committees and working groups: 
Personnel Committee – Cllr Riddett, Cllr Lester, Cllr Harding, Cllr MacGregor & Cllr Steel. It was AGREED Cllr 
Lester will be Chairman. 
Allotments Working Group – Cllr MacGregor 



Internal financial checker – Cllr Morgan 
Stimpson’s Piece Working Group – Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Lester, Cllr James, Cllr Riddett. It was AGREED that Cllr 
James will Chair the group. 
 
24/77. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
None. 
 
24/78. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 10th APRIL 
2024 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 10th April 2024 had previously been circulated. The minutes 
were unanimously AGREED and signed. 
 
24/79. INFORMATION ON MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS  
The Clerk has obtained one quote for the Ollands Road wall and is still looking for a second. 
 
24/80. REPORTS FROM POLICE, DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
PC Marrison – There are no crime trends currently, and anti-social behaviour is very low. Stimpson’s Piece is 
a priority area currently, and officers are regularly visiting the area. The Public Space Protection Order is 
now live in the District, in particular to target vehicle related anti-social behaviour.  
 
PC Marrison left the meeting at 8:22pm. 
 
County Councillor G. Peck – County Cllr Peck sent his apologies in advance of the meeting. He has emailed 
information regarding the parking restrictions in the Market Place. 
District Cllr S. Beadle – Was not in attendance. 
 
24/81. TO ADJOURN THE MEETING TO ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO SPEAK ON AGENDA ITEMS 
The member of the public in attendance did not wish to speak. 
 
24/82. FINANCE  
(a) To approve list of payments made / to be made 
The list of payments was circulated prior to the meeting. It was unanimously APPROVED.  
(b)  To receive the income & expenditure report to 30th April 2024 
The Income & Expenditure report was received. The Clerk will investigate the cost of waste collection at the 
Town Hall. 
(c)  To consider a grant request from the Food Festival for £450 for skip hire and first aid cover 
Concern was raised that Rotary nominate charities who benefit from any profits raised from the Food 
Festival, which the Town Council has no control over. Further information about the charities to be 
supported will be asked for, prior to next year’s Food Festival. Following discussion, the grant for £450 was 
APPROVED.  
(d)  To ratify the grant request from Whitwell Common Charity for £159.39 for liability insurance 
The grant request was ratified. 
(e) To approve a quote of £2154 from Cozens, for a replacement streetlight on Sunbarn Road.  
The streetlight had been hit by a car, which failed to stop or report the matter. The light was made safe by 
Cozens. The quote for a replacement was AGREED. 
 
24/83. ALLOTMENTS – TO RECEIVE ANY UPDATES AND NOTE VACANT PLOTS 
All plots have now been reallocated, and there is a small waiting list. The recent damage to IBC containers at 
the allotments was discussed. 
  
24/84. MARKET PLACE – TO AGREE THE PROCEDURE FOR FOOD VENDORS IN THE MARKET PLACE  
There has been an increase in the number of food vendors asking to trade in the evenings from the Market 
Place. Lawless Pizza has been operating every Saturday for some time, but now a dessert van and a hotdog 
van have also asked to trade on an ad hoc basis. It was AGREED that traders can book on an ad hoc basis, 



with a maximum of two traders an evening. Waste etc will be monitored to ensure that the Market Place is 
kept litter free. 
Parking restrictions were discussed. Currently there is a 90-minute wait, and no parking in the Kings Arms 
half of the Market on a Wednesday morning. Jerome Mayhew MP and County Cllr Peck have been in 
discussion, and would support the removal of the Market day restrictions and an increase in the parking 
limit to two hours. The ownership of the Market Place was discussed, and the possibility of seeking legal 
advice was raised again. NP Law could not be used as they are based at Norfolk County Council, so it was 
AGREED that the Clerk will try to identify a solicitor who can provide legal advice regarding the ownership.  
 
The member of the public left the meeting ay 8:47pm. 
 
24/85. OVERTON WAY PLAY AREA - TO RECEIVE ANY UPDATES  
Nothing to report. 
 
24/86. TOWN HALL – TO CONSIDER A SCHEDULE OF WORKS FOR THE EXTERIOR OF THE TOWN HALL  
Following a leak into the lobby, the gutters have been cleared and a broken section of downpipe repaired. 
There is further work required to the roof, for which a quote has been received for £960. The front fascia 
and gate also need repainting. The Clerk will obtain quotes for the decorating.  
 
 
24/87. CEMETERY – TO CONSIDER THE NEED FOR A MEMORIAL BENCH POLICY 
The family member of someone interred in the cemetery has asked if they can install a bench close to the 
grave. There is space for it, however, this could cause an increase in applications. It was AGREED that the 
Clerk will write a draft policy for consideration at the next meeting, and will contact the member of public 
to explain the situation and that permission will be considered once the policy is in place.  
 
24/88. STIMPSON’S PIECE – TO FEEDBACK FROM THE TRUST ON THE RECENT SKATEPARK 
CONSULTATIONS, AND TO AGREE ANY ACTIONS NECESSARY 
To be covered in the Stimpson’s Piece Trust meeting. 
 
24/89. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
(a) To update on Highways issues in the Town, and consider any action necessary 
At the bottom of Bircham Road, the pathway has become very weedy. It looks as if a nearby resident has 
weeded their section, but the rest remains. The Clerk will report to Highways and attach a photo.  
 
24/90. PUBLIC TOILETS – TO RECEIVE ANY UPDATES 
Nothing to report. 
  
24/91. PLANNING 
(a) APPLICATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 
2024/1036. Breese Coach House, Market Place, Reepham. The wall is not considered to be an issue, but 
there is a concern that the access steps referred to in the application are on the Market Place, which is 
owned by the Town Council. It was AGREED that the Council has no objection to the wall, but objects to the 
steps as it will take up additional Highway, encroach further onto Parish Council owned Market Place, is out 
of keeping with the street scene, and will create a precedent.  
2024/0744. The Whitwell & Reepham Station, Whitwell Road, Reepham. Cllr MacGregor declared an 
interest, as he farms the land around the application site. Following discussion, it was AGREED that the 
Town Council objects to this application as it is out of keeping to the rural location and will have a 
detrimental effect on Highways as the additional caravans will lead to an increase in traffic on Nowhere 
Lane and Whitwell Road, which are already areas of concern.  
(b) APPLICATIONS DETERMINED 
None. 
(c) TO CONSIDER LATE PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
None.  



 
24/92. TO CONSIDER A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR THE ‘4H’ STEERING GROUP 
It was AGREED that Cllr MacGregor is happy to attend. The Clerk will forward information to him. 
 
24/93. TO UPDATE ON WIND FARM CABLING CORRIDORS AND APPLICATIONS 
None. 
 
24/94. TO NOTE CORRESPONDENCE, ITEMS OF INFORMATION & REFER TO FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
None. 
 
24/95. TO CONFIRM THE DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING – 8th May 2024 
The Annual Town Meeting will take place on Wednesday 12th June at 7:30pm, followed by the Town Council 
meeting at 8pm, at Stimpson’s Piece. 
 
24/96. TO CLOSE THE MEETING 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 21:20. 
 
 
 
Minutes Agreed……………………….………………………………………………… 12th June 2024  


